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7-MINUTE BRIEFING - Learning from SAR on Stephen

Key Learning in relation to Mental Capacity:

o Practitioners should record all steps taken before a
capacity assessment, to maximise an adult's ability to
make that choice,

o practitioners should ensure they have identified the
decision to be made, the choices, as well as the
consequences of each choice, before starting to assess
capacity.

o the civil burden of proof applies; they need simply to be
‘reasonably satisfied” an adult has or does not have

The Full Report and Recommendations are capacity (sometimes referred to as the ‘51% rule’).
availableonthe == /o o The presumption of capacity should not be used as a
reason not to assess capacity in relation to self-neglect.

o the function test precedes the two-stage impairment test

Senior Leadership Teams: should take from this to avoid discrimination. o
SAR the learning that their professionals working o Capacity assessments should be recorded in sufficient
with adults who self-neglect need be confident with detail to identify the nature of the decision and how the
early multi-disciplinary work to ‘identify needs and adult demonstrated understanding of those choices, as
display a clear understanding of mental capacity in well as how they used or weighed the relevant

relation to self-neglect. These are the pre-requisites information.
for reducing the harmful impacts of self-neglect, o Where executive function1 may be in doubt, practitioners

should be aware that an adult may appear to be able to
describe what they intend to do but be unable to carry
those plans out in reality. Practitioners should therefore
be alert to this possibility and look for these repeated

Conclusion of the Review: ‘disconnects’ before reaching an assessment.
The SAR has recognised that in 2021, Birmingham is

better equipped to support homeless people like Stephen.
Itis to be hoped that funding is maintained so the
improved provision can continue to have such a positive
impact on the wellbeing of the homeless and on their
transition to safe accommodation.

The recognition of need and multi-disciplinary approach to
the homeless who self-neglect, appears to be in place and
providing a more joined-up response to their needs. For
the majority of the homeless who self-neglect, this is not a
‘lifestyle choice’ and it is not appropriate to see it in this
light. Most are reacting to their changing social and
environmental factors.

The challenge of supporting adults who self-neglect
(including the homeless) requires both Homeless
Pathways and Adult Self-Neglect Guidance to be mindful
of the complexity of self-neglect in relation to adults with
care and support needs (like Stephen) and those that may
not have care and support needs but

are vulnerable, to ensure they do not develop care and
support needs.

Visit our website on www.bsab.org
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